
JAMES 
A Call to Spiritual Maturity 

True Wisdom  (3.13-18) 
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A  Wisdom is demonstrated by meek actions.  (3.13) 

313 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in 

the meekness of wisdom.  
 
James 1:5   jIf any of you lacks wisdom, klet him ask God, lwho gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 

him. 6 But mlet him ask in faith, nwith no doubting, for the one who doubts is like oa wave of the sea that is driven and tossed 

by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 phe is a double-minded man, 
qunstable in all his ways. 

Prov. 1:7    hThe fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
  fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
   Indeed, the test of true wisdom that James applies here picks up key ideas he touches on earlier in the letter: the 
importance of humility (1:21) and good works (2:14–26). 

 
 
 
 

B Earthly wisdom is demonstrated by disorder and evil.  (3.14-16) 
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false 
to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C Heaven’s wisdom brings peaceful righteousness.  (3.17-18) 
17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace. 
 


